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GENERAL STATUS OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION
Probably one of the foremost ressons in the UBER for peocple weating to
become doctors, other than their natursl interest in medicine, is the
amount of individual freedom they are afforded in comperison with the
working class. Like other professional classes in the UBER,
including professors, chemists, engineers, etc, doctors 4o not have to
deal With the Communist perty committees on netters such as production
or work losds. The atmosphers in medicine is free, to & great
extent, from government interference. Ancther large growp that enters
medicine in th= UBER are m.mn medical schools
vhare 60% of the students were . schodls in the USSR elso
permit qualified individuals tommmwtokOnlot
age. This fasctor alenme permits meny to enter medical schools who have,
twmmuwMMMMmm,thmc
into medicine. Prior to 1941, there were certain classes of pecple
the UBER vho were excluded from the medical professiom. They included
children of Kulaks, priests or others in religious ordars. Also excluded
were children of pelit or those warelishble e
of
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- medicine and thoss in military medicire,
‘doctor in the military service receives only the privileges that other
army officers of his rank receive,. There are no particular privileges
that sitract civil doctors into military medicine. A doctor in military
service spends more time on duty than one in ¢ivil medicine. For example,
the actusl work losd of a doetor in civil medicine ig gix hours per day,
gix dsys a week. In addition, of course, he has his evening rounds at the
hospital and is onr call 2% hours, aid off 2% hrs. Professors, and heais of
departments of medical schools have & more flexible schedule; many of them
are consultants in their fieldgte several civiliam and military hospitals.

STATUS OF DENTISTRY

‘ 3.|:|the profesgional status of people engaged in dentistry compared
25X1 with those in the medical profession ic sbout the same. A déntist actually
takes the same course in a medical school that a doctor does, but has spe«
clalized in oral surgery. The course of training in coth professions is
five years. Béfore 1935, medical schools were divided into a prophylactic
and @Sgnitary division and a Stamatologlc division. The former for medical
trainiy 4 the latter for dental training, There were speclal.
N t Leningred, Kiev, one in Siberi
Since 1941, the stomatologic institutes
have been eliminated and in their place a stomstologic department has been )
, organized in each medieal school. Dentists and doctors are paid the ssme ' 25X1
wages (250 rubles per month in 194l), belong to the same union - Medical e
25X1 Sanitary Labor Union - and generally enjoy the same goclal status. There
are, however, dental technicians who are permitted to treat and pull teeth.
They are not to be confused with dentel surgeons or people who have gradusted
with training in stomatologic procedures. The so-called dental technician
has only three years of professional training. He is not permitted to perform
oral surgery.

IRRITATIONS OF SOVIET MEDICAL SYSTEM

‘ 5. Lm—t_‘lcm biggest complaint of doctors in the USSR is the
ous amount Of buresucracy imposed upon them by the Ministry of Health
ir doscow, They have to receive.-permission for practically everything from
the Ministry. The doctors would welccme a right to have their owm private
practice, private hospitals, research organisetions and, most of all, &
return to popular medicine. They would also like to have the authority to
sppoint the head of a hospital rsther than have him aypointed as ie nov the
case. Doctors in the UBSR are no different than those in the UB es regards
25X1 limits in the swply of facilities to their patients. They 40 not become
philosophic about it, but attempt to seowre the needed drugs and medicines.
Even during the German occupation of Vimnitss during Vorld Wer II, Soviet
doctors under Jernman rule insisted wpon adequate drugs and medicines for their
petients, even though they 4id not always receive sufficient gquantities. They
lose their tempers and tecoms angry over shortages Just like eny other nation-
ality growp.

POLITICAL INDOCIRINATION OF MEDICAL PERSORNEL _

Se w'mmummmwzopmumwmum
1declegies of Comunism. In each medical school, or, where there is mo medical
school availshls, im esch hospital, a Muxist-lenin departmsmt is organised

mmm,«mzwmcmm,E
Maxist-lenin dspartaents were organised 1a 1937 end have proven
ary ve. . Bask doctor 1s required to sttend lectwres, of eme howr dwre- -
ticm, twvioe a wesk, and et the ead of sach lecture a test is givem, The dector
1s required to repest the lecture if be fails the test. A campletiom osrtificyte
1s given at the end of the cowrse. Material for all the political cowrees is .
12 the form of Jrepared lectures fram the Acelemy of Scisnces st Noscow.
In Krasnoder, the four large medical schools hal political indoctrination

25X1 Separtmsuts.
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MILITARY INDOCTRINATION OF CIVILIAN PBISICIANS

6. Doctors in civil medicine are also required to take a six months’emae in
the military sanitary department of each medizal school. The course, vwhich
congists of one howr lectures, twice monthly, includes instruction in the
following:

(a) medical battalion organization

b) organized evacuaticn of the wounded
¢) gas mask dr1ll

d) tastics

e) map reading

1‘; military sanitsation
military surgery

h) war digesces

(1) mental diseases

(1) nistory of Commnist psrty and principles

of Marxism and Lenipism.

The individusl responsible for glving the military medical training in each
militery district is the highest ranking military officer of that district.
At the completion of esch lecture, exeminstions are given to determime how
mich the individusl has absorbed from the training. A fallure in any exami-
nation is sufficient reason for & doctor to have to repeat the cowrse.
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